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Two Existing Patrons
Generously Giving Again! 

Thank You So Much!
Check The Artistic Talent of Both Wives!

mailto:jackmp@me.com
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Patrons

Patrons Giving Again!
Dr. Mike ’56 and Carla Thoelke ’56 Gibson

Mike Gibson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Carla Thoelke ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Dr. Mike Gibson and his talented wife, Carla. live most of the year in Superstition 
Mtn., AZ., a suburb of Phoenix, where Mike is retired from his dental practice.

The O&B thanks Mike and Carla for their generous Patron donation increase. 
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Notecards by Carla Thoelke Gibson ’56 
On Dec 6, 2020, Carla Gibson '56 <carlagibsonc@aol.com> wrote:
Jack, 

Glad you received our additional contribution and liked my notecard. All of my notecards are from 
paintings I have done. For years I have been participating in different Art shows selling my paintings and 
notecards and was in an Art Gallery in California. Last year I had both of my knees replaced and basically 
sort of retired from most of my art except I do our Christmas cards every year.
I'll send a few pictures. 

Thanks again for all the work 
and time you put in keeping us up 
to date on the 1950s graduates of 
WHS! 🎨 😉 Carla Thoelke 
Gibson '56

More of 
Carla’s 

beautiful 
work.
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Mike and Carla as ’55 WHS Homecoming Royalty

Carla and Mike in Sioux Falls on October 
11, 2014 for Mike’s induction into the 
WHS Athletic Hall of Fame.

Patron Giving Again!
Dr. James Brown ‘56

Dr. Jim Brown and his talented wife, Lynn, make their home in Wenatchee, WA in 
Central Washington where Dr. Brown is now retired from his medical practice.

The O&B thanks Jim for his generous increase in his Patron donation. 

Jim Brown ’56
WHS Senior Photo

John Huntley Kinkead ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased
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Jim Brown ‘56 and I first became friends while attending The First 
Methodist Church in Sioux Falls  and in particular, “Youth Fellowship” every Sunday night.  
Jim was a very close cousin to another dear friend of mine, Beverly Young ’54 deceased.  
You may recall that Bev’s parents owned Young’s Florists.

It took all of my urging and persuasion to get this story from Jim.  Altogether we 
exchanged well over a dozen emails trying to get him to share his and his wife's story.

At one point Jim wrote,  “Jack, I feel a little weird about this whole thing.  People 
will wonder why you are writing this stuff about me.  I think all our alumni have great 
stories and I am no different than any of them.  It isn't that I want or need attention. If you 
do put anything in the O and B please say you asked me to update you  or something to 
that effect.
I have had a wonderful life, work I loved and a terrific family as I am sure most of our WHS grads have too.  
Everyone has a story and that is one of the things I loved as a physician getting to know my patients stories.  
JIM”

Okay Jim, - Readers, I not only asked Jim for his story, I pretty much begged him for it before he finally 
shared the following with me.

“Use whatever you want in here. Not trying to toot my own horn.”
“After WHS 56 I enrolled in the University of Nebraska to study pre-medicine. In my senior year I got a 

date with a beautiful sophomore, Lynn Wright.  I knew right then I would love to spend my life with her. After 
Nebraska I went to Chicago to the Northwestern University Medical school. Lynn and I stayed in touch via 
slow mail and occasional phone calls and rare trips to Lincoln to see her. As soon as she graduated we got 
married and moved to a south Chicago apartment. Lynn was an art major in college  and got a job as a 
graphic designer for the AMA.  She was fortunate that here design for an emergency medical symbol was 
selected and now is on every ambulance in the U.S. and most countries as well. After medical school 
graduation we moved to Minneapolis where I interned and where our first son Steve was born.  While an 
intern in Minneapolis I enlisted in the Navy Reserve. After my internship we moved to Rochester when I did  a 
residency in internal medicine at the Mayo Clinic. After that we moved to San Diego where I did a fellowship in 
Gastroenterology.. Our second son, Dave was born there. Following my fellowship I went on active duty in the 
U.S. Navy end eventually became a LCDR and chief of gastroenterology at the US Navy Balboa Hospital. Our 
daughter Kirsten was born in San Diego.

From there we moved to Wenatchee in the north central part of Washington  where I 
became the first gastroenterologist in the state between Seattle and Spokane. One year later 
at my encouragement Dr. Dale Peterson ‘56 and  his wife Cammy (Camille Larson WHS 
’61), and their 3 kids joined us our clinic with Dale as an urologist. They bought the house next 
to us and our combined 6 kids grew up together.   I practiced GI for 38 years and also was the 
CEO of our medical center for 6 years.  I retired at age 67. In  Washington we have enjoyed 
hiking , climbing, fishing, skiing and all outdoor activities available to us in this beautiful state.
My wife Lynn is in my opinion an outstanding pastel artist.  You can check out her web site at 
lynnbrownpastels.com"

For what it's worth I have been writing a monthly article now for the last 12 years for a
regional magazine in our area called "The Good Life”.
You can check it out at https://bloggingthegoodlife.com/about-us/
JIM

EDITOR’S NOTE TO ALL O&B READERS:  If you enjoyed this story on Jim please know that 
other O&B readers would enjoy reading something about you too.  SO PLEASE SEND 
SOMETHING AND DON’T MAKE ME BEG! (But I will if necessary), READER’S STORIES ARE 
WHAT MAKES THE O&B!!!  PLEASE SEND SOMETHING, EVEN IF IT IS JUST THAT YOU ARE 
ALIVE AND WHERE.  I assure you, no one will think you are “tooting your own horn,”, just 
contributing.your share.  Thank you.  Jack

Beverly Young ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Dale Peterson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Camille Larson ’61
WHS Senior Photo

http://lynnbrownpastels.com/
https://bloggingthegoodlife.com/about-us/
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Jim Brown ’56, Lynn Brown and daughter, Kristen, 2019, Christmas.
Lynn Brown when she
 and Jim got married.

 NOW ABOUT THE ARTIST; 

 LYNN WRIGHT BROWN 
Lynn has shown her art around the area in many juried and invitational shows and has won 

several cash awards.  In the N.W. Pastel International 2010 Show she won the Dakota Pastel Award.  
She was also the 2010 Festival of Trees artist and in 2000 she was the Apple Blossom poster artist.  
She was the featured artist for Two Rivers Gallery in 2011 and in 2017 (Oct.).  She has had two different 
two-person shows at WVC Graves Gallery and has work permanently on display at the Wenatchee 
Valley Clinic.  Currently her work can be seen at Pav's in Leavenworth and at Two Rivers Gallery in 
Wenatchee.

She received her undergraduate education in fine arts at the University of Nebraska and a 
Masters Degree in Art Education from Central Washington University,   In 1998 she also completed a 
Masters Degree in Theology from Seattle University.  She has worked teaching art to all ages.  For many 
years she was also an adjunct professor for Central Washington University, teaching art education to 
elementary school teachers.  In 1989 she was one of five women who founded the Mustard Seed 
Neighborhood Center, a  childcare facility for low income families, now used by Head Start. 

Early in her career Lynn worked in Chicago for the American Medical Association as a graphic 
artist.  In that capacity she designed the emergency medical symbol which is now seen as the blue 
asterisk symbol marking every ambulance in the United States as an emergency vehicle. 

Lynn enjoys painting pastel or acrylic landscapes of the area, and happily paints commissioned 
pieces using a client’s favorite photos.  She also enjoys painting portraits of children and pets on 
commission.  She and her husband have lived in Wenatchee since 1970.  They have three children and 
eight grandchildren.

YOU CAN GO TO lynnbrownpastels.com, AND SEE THE 
ENTIRE PORTFOLIO  OF LYNN’S BEAUTIFUL WORK.

http://lynnbrownpastels.com/
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THE STAR OF LIFE.
By Lynn Wright Brown

As mentioned above, early in Lynn’s career she worked as a graphic artist for 
the American Medical Association in Chicago. While in that capacity she designed 
the emergency medical symbol which is now seen as the blue asterisk symbol 
marking every ambulance in the United States and in most foreign countries. It is 
known as “THE STAR OF LIFE”.
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On Nov 21, 2020, Jane Ackerman ‘55 <letmebefree.ackerman6@gmail.com> wrote:
Thanks for all the news! Last night the City of Sioux Falls turned on all the beautiful lights at 
Falls Park. It is such a treat to drive through and see all the beauty and listen to the music. 
Lately I was thinking of some of my schoolmates and was wondering how they were. I made 
a few phone calls.  I talked to Jerry Nelson ’54, Judy Allen ‘55, Ron Nelson ’55, Mavis Carl 

‘55 and Ron Green ’55 to find they are all well and free of this horrible virus. Judy and Bob 
Portice ’55, are getting ready to down size by next spring. I have been thinking of doing the 
same thing but as of yet - don't want to give up my home.  Ron Green ’55 and Chris 
downsized a couple years ago.  The class of 55 usually has a Christmas get together but 

that has been cancelled because of the virus. Thanksgiving is just a few days away and I 
think of all the wonderful Thanksgivings I have had. This year it is just my daughter Cindy and her husband Don 
and I am thankful I can be with them.  I pray you are well and will  enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving. God bless. 
Jane Ackerman ‘55

Jane Ackerman ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Judy Allen Portice ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Ron Nelson ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Jerry Nelson ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Mavis Larson Carl ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Ron Green ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Bob Portice ’52
WHS Senior Photo

On Dec 7, 2020, Peggy Servold Teslow ’57, pwolset@sio.midco.net wrote:

Peggy Servold ’57
WHS Senior Photo
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On Nov 26, 2020, Royce Adams ‘58 <Litljump@aol.com> wrote:
Subject: NO SNOW TODAY 
 Today , 11-26-20,I grumbled about it being slightly cold and that the humidity was up 
a bit. Then I noticed we did not have that "sunny" day as promised by the KELO 
weatherman either! Arghhhhhhhhhh! 

We went to my son's home, had a great Thanksgiving dinner and came home to watch 
football on TV.  
Then I complained about it being too dark too quick. 
THEN I scanned through some pictures on this computer and found this one I have 

attached.  
It is needless to say - all my b---ing paled when I found this photo.  Gotta count my blessings. 
 Royce Adams '58 

                          

On Dec 3, 2020, Don Noordsy ‘58 <heythere63@comcast.net> wrote:

Don Noordsy ’58
WHS Senior Photo

Royce Adams ’58
WHS Senior Photo
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On Dec 9, 2020, Royce Adams ‘58 <Litljump@aol.com> wrote:
Jack  - two years ago I copied these two pictures of the Sanford Hospital area and on two different 
days. One day it was beautiful and the next it was not. So far we have not been threatened by a big 
snow event, hope not to be so blessed either. Here,thus far, the winter has not been winter. It's been 
rather nice for this time of the year. We shall see what is yet to come. On the 11th of January, 1964, 
we had a raging blizzard. I remember it so well. It was the night Dee and I got married. We didn't get 
married in a "fever hotter than a pepper sprout"- it was COLD!!  And the city shut down, the airfield 
shut down, and they closed the interstates. We had our apartment ready to go, so we went to our 
"place" in that blizzard. 
 Royce Adams '58.
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More Humor From My Wife,Debra

GENERAL MOTORS BILLBOARDS IN DETROIT 

These are actual billboards in Detroit, Michigan put up by GM. 
This is definitely cool!
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I love the oldies. 

Pass this on to anyone who 
thinks old things can be cool!  

 
 

What an Ad company winner, 
especially the 'cup holder' one, 
for those of you old enough to 

remember… LOL!


 Remember the Arkota Ballroom’s 
“RESERVED TABLE” signs that were 
so perfect for getting the band’s 
autographs.  This one was from, Les 
Brown and his World Famous Band of 
Renown. 
   Such great memories, such great fun 
and we were obviously soooo cool!
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Merry 
Christmas

Happy 
New Year

Debra    &    Jack

SEASON GREETINGS 
To All of Our Dear Readers


